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The description may usefully be quoted here,             it

explains to us how much sympathy, .as well as indigna-
tion, there was  in  the passion that transformed
dreamer into a revolutionary thinker, making war upon
the manners of his time.

"One of the great drawbacks of a large town,"
Rousseau makes Saint-Preux write from Paris, to Julie
at Olarens, " is that men become there different from
themselves, because society imposes upon them a different
way of being. Above all, is this true of Paris; and
above all is it true of the women there : who derive from
the opinions of others the rules of the only existence
they care for. When meeting a lady in an assembly,
instead of the Parisienne you believe you see, you really
have before you an illustration of the reigning fashion.
Her height, her size, her walk, her figure, her throat, her
complexion, her expression, her gaze, her language, her
manner, nothing of all this is hers : and if you saw her
in her natural state you would not recognize her ! Now
this disguise is very seldom favourable to those who
assume it; in a general way, one gains very little by
what one attempts to substitute for nature. Nor can
one entirely efface the natural; by one outlet or another
it escapes, and it is in a certain skill in seizing it,
that the art of observation consists. It is not difficult
to exercise this art in the case of the women of this
country; for as there is much more that is natural left in
them than they believe, one has only to observe them
with some constancy, and to separate them, in so far as
one can, from the eternal representation which pleases
them so much, to see them as they really are. Through
this plan, the aversion which they at first inspired me
with, was changed into esteem and friendship.

" I had the opportunity of observing this on the
occasion of a country excursion, to which some society
women had thoughtlessly invited us (myself and some
other new arrivals), without first of all discovering
if we suited them, or perhaps with the idea of laughing
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